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DIVINE DECORATIONS,
PARTY DRESSES, MODERN MAKE-UP,
LUXE GIFTWRAP, CHIC CRAFTS, ECO CRACKERS,
HOSTING TIPS, SKI ESCAPES
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SMART WOMEN

3 HOW |
GOl HERE

Female bodyguard and founder of security services company
UMBRA International Kate Bright charts her career joumey

As one of very few women who hold o Close Protection Licence,
Kate Bright 15 asked a bot of questions about her job, But, she
saya, far from being a disadvamage, being a woman in such
a mabe-doaminated industry is an opportunity for growth snd
development. *Ifny head of securty and | check into a hotel,
we book like o couple having & night away,” she save, “Whereas,
il a group of big burly men turn ap, i°s much mione obvious."
Starting ouf as a PA, Bright mever imagined she'd become a
boibyguand, B, sax years on from setting up UMBRA, business
s thriving, Bright has prtected mumensus high=-prodile faumilees
and cedebrity clicnis, and in 2018, did a TEDx talk emtitbed Can
Fromen Profect Mea® The answer, of course, is yes

MY FAMILY WAS MY FIRST EXPERRENCE OF PROTECTION. | grow up in a big
Irish-Bavarian howsehold, full of neise and loaghter, and realised
garly om that my shlimgs were my de-Ecto bodyguards, My
alder brother mnd sister are alsa my podparens, so [ always lad
el probective wrapper around me. In turn, | was probector 1o
miy vosunger brother, colbecting him from school. That was my
carlicst expenence of people lokimg out for one amother

1TWANT 1O BE A ROLE
MODEL. IF YOU CAN'I
SEE L, YOU CAN'T BEILT

AFTER STUDYING FREMCH AMD MANAGEMENT AT RIEAL HOLLOWAY, | BECAME & P
| starsed my first job the day 1 finished university, working in the
chairman’s office of Fox Kids, which was being taken

aver by Dhsney. | was one off five assistamts, and | was able 1o
inicrmct wiih all the sensor stafat Disney. That was my first real
cxperience of dealing with people at the highest level of basiness,

IWENT ON T WORK FOR A HUMBER OF FIGH-PROFILE FRMILIES. Cyver the
niext 15 years, | progressed from PA 1o EA (exceutive assistant)
rirles amd eventually became chiel of staff | managed

fumilics” alfasrs, becoming protector of their ife and hifesiyles,

IN(REASINGLY, THE WORD SECURITY” KEFT PORFING UF. 1 found myself
woarking miore and more closely with my chents” securnty

personned, men and women who had worked in evervthing from
Special Forces 1o government agencies globally. A lol of them
had come from military law enforeement back grounds, and

I was really inspired by their work ethic and discipline.

IN 2013, | DECIDED T TRAIN FOR MY SECURITY INDUSTRY AUTHORITY CLOSE
PROTECTION LICENCE. The iwo-week course surprised me. Although
there was a physical ehement, such as martial arts, it was a lot
mee classroom=based than 1'd imagined, all albsout the
wmpirance of planning and prepartion, and leaming cnecal
first aid skills, The methodology of close protection is that if
wisi're in 8 seenanio where you're fighting someone, who's
boaking after the client? Therefore, everything that you learn i
aboul bow b not get ineo that stuation, how 1o avoid and difuse.

A5 A WOMAN FRIOM A NON-MILITARY BACKGROUND, | NEVER THOUGHT | WOULD
BECOME OPERATIONAL. Hawwvever, once peophe found out aboaul my
trainkng, the phone Bbegan o ring. Securily personne] wanted a
weoanan of iheir team. because my physical presence could help
them be more discreet, | realised that there was o demand for
weparsens likoe me — that a diverse team with & diverse skill set is
thee bezst sy to combat the Fisks and theeats of modern lifie.

IN 2015, | FOUNDED ALY (OMPANY, UMBRA. The ickea is 1o provide

an alkrouind security experience for clients, from people
management amnd procurement (o project management and
acdvice, UMBRA finds trustworthy people, gives gosd asdvice
and helps clients project manage all areas of therr fives. The
busimess combines my PA skills wiih close proection
knowledge, and it is my prowdest creation to dase,

OHLY 5% OF PEOPLE WHO HOLD A (LOSE PROTECTION LICENCE ARE WOMEN. | n
this sort of minority, you can either succumb fully o imposter
swndnome, or you can embrace your difference and see i as an
oppartunity. Any judgersen | have experienced, 've abways
airmxd 1o fwrn inke something | can use W counler .

I BUGELY PASSIONATE ABOUT BRINGING YOUNG WOMEN INTD MY IRDUSTRY,
There is a bot of versatility and flexibility, amd we need mone
tabent bo come through, | wam giels like my young nicoes 1o soo
mes as A mle moded, and for securnity 1o be & normal career path
for them bo aspire to, [P you can't sog i, you can't be it
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